dBA

145

Physically Painful 140
Extremely Loud —— 135

130

125

Discomforting 120
Maximum Vocal Effort 115
Very Annoying Hearing —— 110
Hearing Damage 105

Very Loud 100

95
90
85
80
75
70
65
60
55
50
45
40
35
30
25
20
15
10
5

0
dBA

Telephone Use Difficult

Intrusive

Quiet

Very Quiet

Just Audible

Threshold of Hearing

Sound Levels and Human Response
Exhibit V-10

Sonic Boom

Jet Takeoff at 200' or 61 meters

Auto Horn at 3' or 1 meter

Rock & Roll Band

Power Motor at 3' or 1 meter

Garbage Truck

Heavy Truck at 50' or 15 meters

Food Blender, Pneumatic Drill at 50' or 15 meters
Electric Mixer, Alarm Clock

Freight Train at 50' or 15 meters

Busy Street Traffic at 50' or 15 meters

Freeway Traffic at 50' or 15 meters, Vacuum Cleaner at 10' or 3 meters

Dishwasher at 10' or 3 meters

Air Conditioning unit at 20' or 6 meters
Normal Conversation at 5' or 1.5 meters
Typical Daytime Suburban Background
Refrigerator at 10' or 3 meters

Bird Calls

Library

Soft Whisper at 15' or 4.6 meters

Broadcasting Studio

Leaves Rustling

Source: Adapted from Wiliam Bronson, "Ear Pollution,"
CALIFORNIA HEALTH (October, 1971), P. 29
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