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SUMMARY

The City of Rancho Cucamonga kicked off its General Plan Update late spring of 1999. Staff
requested that a Recreation Needs and Systems Recommendations Study be conducted as a
foundation for updating the recreation component of the General Plan. The study included an
extensive inventory of parks, facilities, and programs; a Demand and Needs Analysis of
Recreation Programs and Facilities; and an Implementation plan addressing funding strategies,
improvement standards, and development priorities.

The funding, standards and recommendations from this report are based on current existing
conditions of recreation programs and facilities in the community. Standards given are
appropriate for the community and have been adopted by similar Cities as part of a Master Plan
process. The information in this report should assist City staff in planning future facilities.

Methodology

A comprehensive effort was made to obtain information to serve as the basis for this document.
Inventories of recreation facilities within the community were developed. The inventories not
only list recreation amenities on City parks but those available for public use on local school
sites.

Meetings with City staff and interviews conducted with local nonprofit recreation service
providers gave the consultant team valuable information concerning recreation facilities and
programs. A detailed survey questionnaire provided data from City commissioners, committee
members, staff and community organizations. Field and facility use information was obtained
from the various community sports organizations responding to a survey identifying participation
numbers as well as actual field uses and needs. Two public workshops allowed community
residents the opportunity to participate in the study and have their say.

A large basis used to develop the Needs and Demand Analyses came from the random telephone
survey. More than three hundred Rancho Cucamonga residents were asked to answer a variety
of questions concerning parks and recreation programs and facilities. Interviews were done in
January 2000.

A more detailed explanation of the methodology and other documentation used to develop the
study can be reviewed in Section Two of the document.

Inventory

The City has approximately 298 developed park acres, not including approximately 248 acres of
community and regional trails. The mix is comprised of nineteen neighborhood parks ranging in
size from 1.5 to 10 acres and three community parks 12 to 44 acres in size.

A variety of recreation buildings and special use facilities, sometimes located in or adjacent to a
park, are available for public use. These facilities include the Epicenter/Sports Complex, Rancho
Cucamonga Family Sports Center, Heritage Park Equestrian Center, Rancho Cucamonga Senior
Center and the Lions Center East and West Community Centers. All facilities host a variety of
activities and generally are filled to capacity.
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SUMMARY

Also listed in the plan are school recreation facilities located on Rancho Cucamonga Schools.
The City is served by four elementary school districts, Chaffey Union High School District and
Chaffey College. Even though there is limited availability for recreation, use of these facilities
help provide much needed activity space for the community.

. Maps showing the location of and service areas for existing neighborhood and community parks
can be reviewed in Section One of the text. Also included are the detailed summaries of
recreation amenities located on parks and schools in the community.

Demand and Needs Analyses

The Needs and Demand Analyses evaluates the demand for recreation programs and facilities by
the residents of Rancho Cucamonga. Based on supply and demand as well as population ratios
(acres per one thousand residents), and referenced to the resuits of the research tools used in
obtaining information for the study, this guarantees that the needs assessment reflects the
character of the community. A detailed summary of and tables showing the analyses is in
Section Two of the Study.

At build-out, it is estimated that the City will reach more than 156,000 residents. Current facility
deficits show a shortage in baseball and soccer game fields. The Demand Analysis also shows a
need for tennis courts, indoor basketball courts, classrooms, picnic tables and swimming pools.
The numbers also support the need for expanded senior facilities.

Facilities mentioned most often as needed include teen and youth club facilities, a performing
arts center, pool for swim lessons and community centers. Most requested activities included
performing arts/entertainment programs.

Implementation Plan

The Implementation Plan can be reviewed in Section Three. The section includes general
policies, funding strategies, base-level improvement standards and recommendations for future
park development.

Based on the study, future development priorities for the City include a performing arts center,
which is currently planned for Central Park, a senior center, a pool for family swimming
activities and community centers. Cited as most needed were facilities for teens and youth
activities.
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SUMMARY

Recreation Activities, Programs and Services

Section Four of the Study provides an inventory of recreation programs and services in the
community. A detailed analysis of programs and services as well as recommended actions for
meeting the community’s recreation program and activity needs are also included in the section.
A summary of the key findings is described below.

In addition to the City’s comprehensive recreation program offerings, a number of agencies and
nonprofit organizations provide activities and services in the community. Those organizations
include the YMCA and youth sports organizations. A variety of activities are offered for every
age, interest and income level.

Through collaborations with local youth sports organizations and local nonprofit service
providers the City has done an effective job in avoiding duplicating services and assuring that the .
community’s recreation resources are being most effectively utilized. This has been
accomplished through the efforts of the Rancho Cucamonga Sports Advisory Committee and the
Community Services Network. Because the use of local schools is extremely important to be
able to expand programming in an expedient manner, having effective joint-use agreements with
the various school districts is essential.

Sports activities seem to be the most popular. Swimming and family special events are also well
attended. Through the information gathering process there was a strong desire noted for
residents to have the ability to participate in performing arts activities and to attend events that
entertain such as concerts and theater performances. Other requested programs included having
places to picnic and walk.

Activities for teens were also identified as very important. While the City does an excellent job
providing programs, it was often felt that more was needed. Additional program sites as well as
having transportation to existing sites were suggested as needed.

The City currently has an exiensive muitipurpose trail and bikeway trail system which is located
throughout the community. The City’s “Trail Implementation Plan” establishes hiking and
riding trails, concepts for current and future regional trails, primary loop trail systems, local
feeder trails, equestrian trails and trail head facilities.

More senior citizens programs were identified as needed. Expanding a variety of active
programs and human services are needed to meet the needs of a growing population with very
diverse abilities and needs.

The City’s recreation programs and facilities are well managed. Staff is responsive to the
community and has made efforts to work with other community organizations to assure that
adequate recreation services and programs are available for everyone. The City’s resources are
effectively scheduled and because of extremely heavy use provide little opportunity for programs
to expand. Recommendations for Activity and Program Development included in Section Four
give a more detailed action plan.
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RECREATION MAPS AND INVENTORY

Section One provides a summary of existing park and recreation facilities within the City of
Rancho Cucamonga. Inventories show recreation amenities at community parks as well as
neighborhood parks. Table 1-1 inventories facilities at community parks. Table 1-2 describes
facilities at neighborhood parks.

There is a listing of recreation facilities available for public use at elementary and middle school
sites for the Alta Loma, Central, Cucamonga and Etiwanda School Districts. Recreation
facilities at the local college and high schools are also included in the inventory. School
recreation facilities are shown on Table 1-3.

Overview

The City of Rancho Cucamonga has 298 acres of developed parkland. There are nineteen
neighborhood parks ranging in size from 1.5 to 10 acres in size and three community parks sized
at 12 to 44 acres. The City also has several recreation buildings and special use facilities that
house a variety of activities; this includes the Epicenter/Sports Complex, Rancho Cucamonga
Family Sports Center, a senior center, equestrian center and two community centers.

An additional 151 acres have yet to be developed. Several projects are being considered for
future development. Rancho Cucamonga’s current standard for park acreage is five (5) acres of
parkland or in lieu fees paid for every one thousand (1,000) residents.

Four elementary school districts and one high school district serves the City, which makes it
difficult to manage the different philosophies involved in allowing the community access to
school recreation facilities. However, through existing joint-use agreements with the various
school districts serving the community, the City has limited use of school facilities for recreation
activities and sports- leagues. Even with this limitation, it helps to expand recreation
opportunities for residents.

The following pages include maps showing the location of existing parks as well as the service
areas for each recreation facility. The service area indicates how large of an area a park or
facility serves. Usually neighborhood parks service an area within a half-mile radius of the park
and can be dependent upon the density of the surrounding area. Community parks generally
serve several neighborhoods within a radius of one to two miles. Also included are tables listing
the various amenities used for recreation activities located on City parks and schools.
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