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Introduction

The City of Rancho Cucamonga’s Historic Preservation
Commission realized in the early 1980s that much of the
community’s rich heritage resided in the collective memories
of those men and women who had played important and often
unrecognized historic roles. By 1988 the Commission and its
Planning Department staff had begun to investigate ways in
which to establish and fund an Oral History Project. 1In
1990, with a grant from the Rancho Cucamonga Community
Foundation, the first phase, 12 interviews with 21

individuals, was begun.

As internal funding sources constricted for such local
history efforts, the Commission’s role in reviewing new
development’s impact on the historic built environment grew
more savvy and thorough. At first unrelated, these two
trends have resulted in the Commission and the City Council
requiring that adverse impacts to historic resources be
mitigated with specifically related measures designed to
reduce and address this environmental impact. In this case,
the impact was the demolition of the only remaining
building, a store, from the expansive Lafourcade Winery
complex (b. 1919-1922) which had later been owned and
operated by the Masi family, on the southwest corner of
Rochester Avenue and Foothill Boulevard. Required as part
of the Environmental Impact Mitigations was the provision to
contract for the completion of four oral histories of the

Lafourcade and Masi families.



PREFACE

This manuscript is the result of a tape-recorded
interview conducted by Enid H. Douglass with Joan Lopez
Aggazzotti, with her daughter, Barbara Aggazzotti Di
Carlo also present, on October 21, 1992, at her home in
Upland, california.

The interviewee, Joan Lopez Aggazzotti, and her
daughter, Barbara Aggazzotti Di Carlo, read the
transcript and made minor corrections and additions.
The reader should bear in mind that he/she is reading a
transcript of the spoken, rather than the written,
word.

The manuscript is deposited in the City of Rancho
Cucamonga Historic Preservation Oral History
Collection, Rancho Cucamonga, California
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INTERVIEW HISTORY

Interviewee: Joan Lopez Aggazzotti
Also present: Barbara Aggazzotti Di Carlo,
her daughter, who assisted because of her
mother’s hearing problems

Interviewer/Editor

Enid Hart Douglass
Director, Oral History Program and Lecturer in
History
Claremont Graduate School
B.A., Pomona College [Government]
M.A., Claremont Graduate School [Government]

Interview Time and Place

January 6, 1993
Joan Lopez Aggazzotti’s home in Upland, California
Morning Session of 1 1/4 hours

Editing

The interviewer/editor checked the verbatim manuscript
of the interviews against the original tape recordings
and verified proper names. Insertions by the editor
are bracketed.

The edited transcript was forwarded to Joan Lopez
Aggazzotti, who carefully reviewed the material. Her
revisions were incorporated in the final interview
manuscript.

The interviewer/editor prepared the introductory
materials.

Tapes and Interview Records

The original tape recordings of the interview, along
with the records relating to the interview, are
deposited in the City of Rancho Cucamonga Historic
Preservation Oral History Collection.



BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY

Joan Lopez Aggazzotti was born in Cucamonga on January 25,
1915. Her parents, Diego and Juana Gallardo Lopez, had
immigrated to Los Angeles from Spain around 1911. They soon
moved to Rochester Avenue in Cucamonga when Diego Lopez
secured employment in the winery of John B. Lafourcade and
Juana Lopez began to work for Mrs. Lafourcade. Joan
Aggazzotti attended public schools in Cucamonga and
completed three years of high school.

In 1937, Joan Lopez married Carlo Aggazzotti. Carlo
Aggazzotti was born in Modena, Italy. He held a doctorate
in enology and because he earned the highest grades in
enology had been awarded a free trip to the United States by
the Italian Chamber of Commerce. He worked for Sebastian
Masi and various other vintners in the area. They had three
children: Maria, Stephen Laurance, and Barbara.

In 1950, the Aggazottis established their own winery in the
rock house (which also served as their home) at the
southeast corner of Foothill Boulevard and Rochester Avenue.
During this period and later Carlo Aggazzotti worked as an
enologist for Regina Winery. He died July 3, 1987.

Mrs. Aggazzotti now lives with her daughter, Barbara
Aggazzotti Di Carlo, and her family in Upland, California.
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[Session, January 6, 1993]

[Begin Tape 1, Side A]

DOUGLASS:
AGGAZZOTTI:
DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

Were your parents Diego and Juana Lopez?

My mother was Juana Gallardo Lopez.

Where did they come from in Spain?

I don’t know exactly what town because they
had they little towns--Lubrin, Almeria, and
Alcaria--one after the other. They lived in
there somewhere. So they came here
approximately 1911.

Were those towns in northern Spain?

No. It must be southern Spain. [Almeria is
southeast of Granada on the southern coast]
Then they weren’t Basques?

Almeria, that’s a big town. And Lubrin,
that’s another little town near there.

Were they both from the same town?

I think so or very close by. I didn’t know

that much about them in the past.



DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS :

AGGAZZOTTI:

When they came from Spain, where did they come
first in the United States?

I always heard them say that they landed in
Los Angeles. But they didn’t stay there.
Thenifhey were referred to somebody in La
Puente. Now the people’s names, I don’t know.
In La Puente they were referred here to [John
B.] Lafourcade. And Lafourcade gave him a job
at the winery. And my mother got a job with
Mrs. [Josephine] Lafourcade, cooking and maybe
a little housework. I don’t know. But she
had a big family too.

Then from there, I don’t know, Mrs.
Lafourcade went to live in Hawthorne, and the
kids were going to school over there. And
they would come on weekends to the farm here,
whatever they had. Frank [Lafourcade] and
[John B.] Jay Lafourcade [Jr.], I think were
in academy school.

Harvard Military Academy.

And [Peter] Pete [Lafourcade], I guess he did
too.

Yes. I think so. All the boys.

And Louise [Lafourcade], she was in a convent.

But Josephine [Lafourcade], I don’t know, I



DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS :

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

think she just went to regular school. I
don’t remember where she went.

Marguerite [Lafourcade] was the only one who
went to public school.

Did fhey say she went to public school?

Yes.

Then she probably did.

Did your parents know anyone in California
before they came here?

No, not that I know of.

Do you know why they came to the United States
and to cCalifornia?

Better living.

Later, did others from their family come?
Brothers or sisters, nephews?

Later on, yes. Not at the time. My mother
and then my grandfather (my mother’s father)
came in. And then my grandfather called for
his wife, my grandmother, and two daughters
and a son. And they all came out. They were
living in my mother’s house. [Laughter] 1In
the barn. And then they found a little house
down below on the street, and they lived
there.

Your grandparents?



AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI: .

DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

Yes L3

‘When and where were you born?

I was born--you know where you went to get the
wine--at home in the house right below on
Rochéster [Avenue] on January 5, 1915.

Did you have brothers or sisters?

Yes. There were seven of us. My older
brother and myself. Well, you don’t want to
know.

Were you the second child?

My older brother, Frank, and then myself and
then a sister, Genevieve. Then Jenny, then a
brother, Joe, and then Mary and Louise.

In what house did your mother and father live
when you were born?

In that little house right below there. Aall
children were born at the Rochester house.

Is that the first house that they lived in?
That’s the first house that they lived in, and
that’s where they died. Of course, we moved
to Cucamonga on Hellman [Avenue] at one time
because they bought another ranch. But then
they couldn’t make a go of it, so they sold it
to [Charles?] Smitherly. Or made a trade,

that’s what they did. Smitherly gave them



DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS :

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

DI CARIO:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

DI CARIO:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DI CARLO:

that little ranch in Etiwanda. And my dad
gave them the twenty acres in Cucamonga, and
they went back to the old house on Rochester.
Did your father buy that property at Rochester
[Aveﬂhe] and Foothill Boulevard?

The little house?

Yes.

Yes. They bought ten acres. They bought it
in two titles. Even though it was cheaﬁ they
couldn’t afford it [buying the whole twenty
acres].

So they had ten acres and a house, and they
sold it?

Did they sell the ten acres?

No. They kept it. And then they bought
another ten acres and that made twenty acres.
But what was this about another ranch?

They moved to another place--where did they
move to?

When they moved, that’s when they bought the
ranch in Cucamonga.

But they kept the house?



AGGAZZOTTI: They kept the house, and they built a house in
Cucamonga. And, you know, sometimes you are
stretched too far.* [Laughing]

DOUGLASS: Was that area called Cucamonga, at Rochester
and Foothill? Wasn’t it all Cucamonga?

AGGAZZOTTI: Yes.

DOUGLASS: So they had two places. From whom did they
buy the property at Rochester?

AGGAZZOTTI: In Cucamonga, where we lived. I always
thought it was a Mr. [ ] Smith. Does that
ring any bells with the Lafourcades? I guess
they would know.

DOUGLASS: That name may have been mentioned.

AGGAZZOTTI: I am not sure. I thought it was some Mr.
Smith.

DOUGLASS: Did Mr. Lafourcade have anything to do with
their buying the property?

AGGAZZOTTI: I don’t think so. I never heard anything.

DOUGLASS: That is amazing that they could save the money
to buy it.

AGGAZZOTTI: Unless he did and we didn’t know it.

* They bought the house on Rochester Avenue first (ten
acres), and then they bought another ten acres, which made a
total of twenty acres. After that they bought another ranch
in Cucamonga on Hellman Avenue but kept the other twenty
acres. Smitherly traded or bought the Hellman property, and
Joan Lopez Aggazzotti’s parents got property in Etiwanda
(she is not sure exactly where). Her parents remained
living at the Rochester property until they died.



DI CARILO:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

DI CARILO:
DOUGLASS:

DI CARIO:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DI CARLO:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

How did they saQe that much money to buy
property?

I don’t know. They must have made some kind
of payments somewhere. Don’t forget, that
acreége was only about thirty dollars an acre.
So ten acres times thirty, and there was two
of them working.

Did you have ten acres at the most at that
corner?

At that corner I think it was just five.

Okay. The house and the ten acres.

At the Rochester property it was just ten
acres, right?

Well, it ran on Foothill.

Yes. And then they

bought the lower piece of ten acres. So there
is two plots there, and it is marked as a lot.
Was it in vineyards, grapes?

There hardly was anything in grapes there.
Were there vineyards on the property?

If there was, it was very little. And then my
mother and my dad planted. My mother worked
just like a man.

Was your father a foreman? What was his job

for Mr. Lafourcade?



DI CARLO:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

DI CARIO:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DI CARILO:

AGGAZZOTTI:

What did he do for Lafourcade? Did he work in
the winery?
Yes. He used to work in the winery. You
know, maintenance man or whatever you want to
call it.

Was he a field-worker?

Oh, he did fieldwork too if there was nothing
to do. He could do anything.
So this was a year-round job?
Yes. He was there all the time. My mother
was full time too until the kids came in, and
then she couldn’t do anything.

Do you know where in Spain Mrs. Lafourcade
came from?

My mother didn’t know Mrs. Lafourcade at all,
I don’t think.

But her mother worked for her.

But she worked for Mrs. Lafourcade.

Yes, at the ranch there.

Did she know where she (Mrs. Lafourcade) came
from?

Maybe she was from the Basque. I think maybe

Mrs. Lafourcade was a Basqua.



DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:
DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

DOUGLASS:

AGGAZZOTTI:

That’s what I am beginning to think because
she visited Pamplona. But you don’t really
know for sure.

I don’t know.

What’do you remember about Mr. Lafourcade?

He was a jolly man, very spending. He would
give parties for the workers out on the fields
there, like on the Fourth of July he would
throw a big party there in front of the store.
In those days. Now you couldn’t do it today.
[Laughing]

And Mrs. Lafourcade, I really didn’t see
that much of her. Maybe she would come in and
she would stay in their quarters. The kids
would come over and play a little bit. Not
too much! Amy [Lafourcade] was the one that
handled the whip. [Laughter]

Was Marguerite the one you knew best?
Marguerite. She was a little girl going to
school. She was very nice. Josephine was the
one that always stuck with me more. And
Louise, she was older. She was going to
school in Pomona. She would come home on
weekends or something. But then, later on in

life, we got to know her better. After she



