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Introduction

The City of Rancho Cucamonga’s Historic Preservation
Commission realized in the early 1980s that much of the
community’s rich heritage resided in the collective memories
of those men and women who had played important and often
unrecognized historic roles. By 1988 the Commission and its
Planning Department staff had begun to investigate ways in
which to establish and fund an Oral History Project. 1In
1990, with a grant from the Rancho Cucamonga Community
Foundation, the first phase, 12 interviews with 21

individuals, was begun.

As internal funding sources constricted for such local
history efforts, the Commission’s role in reviewing new
development’s impact on the historic built environment grew
more savvy and thorough. At first unrelated, these two
trends have resulted in the Commission and the City Council
requiring that adverse impacts to historic resources be
mitigated with specifically related measures designed to
reduce and address this environmental impact. In this case,
the impact was the demolition of the only remaining
building, a store, from the expansive Lafourcade Winery
complex (b. 1919-1922) which had later been owned and
operated by the Masi family, on the southwest corner of
Rochester Avenue and Foothill Boulevard. Required as part
of the Environmental Impact Mitigations was the provision to
contract for the completion of four oral histories of the

Lafourcade and Masi families.



PREFACE

This manuscript is the result of a tape-recorded
interview conducted by Enid H. Douglass with Marguerite
Lafourcade Barrington on October 21, 1992, at her home
in Cost Mesa, California.

The interviewee, Marguerite Lafourcade Barrington, read
the transcript and made minor corrections and
additions. The reader should bear in mind that he/she
is reading a transcript of the spoken, rather than the
written, word.

The manuscript is deposited in the City of Rancho
Cucamonga Historic Preservation Oral History
Collection, Rancho Cucamonga, California
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INTERVIEW HISTORY

Interviewee: Marguerite Lafourcade Barrington

Interviewer/Editor

Enid Hart Douglass
Director, Oral History Program and Lecturer in
History
Claremont Graduate School
B.A., Pomona College [Government]
M.A., Claremont Graduate School [Government]

Interview Time and Place

October 21, 1992
Marguerite Lafourcade Barrington’s home in Costa
Mesa, California
Afternoon Session of 1 1/4 hours

Editing

The interviewer/editor checked the verbatim manuscript
of the interviews against the original tape recordings
and verified proper names. Insertions by the editor
are bracketed.

The edited transcript was forwarded to Marguerite
Lafourcade Barrington, who carefully reviewed the
material. Her revisions were incorporated in the final
interview manuscript.

The interviewer/editor prepared the introductory
materials.

Tapes and Interview Records

The original tape recordings of the interview, along
with the records relating to the interview, are
deposited in the City of Rancho Cucamonga Historic
Preservation Oral History Collection.



BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY

Marguerite Lafourcade Barrington was born in Hawthorne,
California on May 18, 1924. Her parents were John B.
Lafourcade, who was a native of France, and Josephine
Lastiry Lafourcade, who was born in Spain. She was the
youngest of the Lafourcade children who, in the order of
their birth, are: Amy; twins, John B. Lafourcade, Jr. and
Frank; Louise; Josephine; Peter; and Marguerite.

Marguerite Barrington attended elementary school in
Hawthorne. When her parents moved to Cherry Valley, she
completed her high school education there. She married
O’Niel Beatty in 1941 and has two children: Earl O’Niel
Beatty and John Beatty. They moved to Newport Beach,

California. She then enrolled in beauty school, graduated,
and passed the state board.

Mrs. Barrington, who now lives in Costa Mesa, California, is
a full-time cosmetologist in all the fields. She still has
four salons and is working and teaching.
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[Session October 21, 1992]

[Begin Tape 1, Side A]

DOUGLASS :

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

Where were you born and when?
I was born in Hawthorne, California on May
18, 1924.
I want to go over with you the order of the
children in the family to be sure I have it
correctly done. This is your copy of what I
am going to go over with you. See if I have
this in correct order according to the
eldest child first.

Now Amy Lafourcade Mullin was your
oldest sister and the oldest child?
Right.
I have her as being born in 1905. Is that
right?
I am pretty sure so. Which would make her
how o014d?

It would make her eighty-seven.



BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:
DOUGLASS:
BARRINGTON:
DOUGLASS :

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS :

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS :

BARRINGTON:

That’s right.

Then she has one daughter, Patricia Mullin
Miller Then Louise Lafourcade was the next
daughter born.

She was next to Amy.

The twins were born in 1908.

She was born after the twins.

Oh, after.

She is after the twins. The twins came
after Amy.

So the twins were born on August 8, 1908.
There I have listed their names: John B.
Lafourcade, Jr., and Frank Lafourcade. Then
John has a son, Ronald J., and Frank had
three children. Carol [Irene] Lafourcade is
one of them. And then Norma Louise
Lafourcade Anzalone. Is Tommie Frank a boy
or girl?

He was a boy.

Then Louise Lafourcade was born between 1908
and 1911--between the twins and Josephine
Lafourcade She married. Can you give me
her married name?

No, I can’t. She married several times.

Perhaps Sayer or Sawyer.



DOUGLASS ¢

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:
DOUGLASS: .
BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

And she had no children?

She did have a son that they had adopted.
So if she had lived, she would have been
eighty-one or so. Did she die a long time
ago?

Louise has been dead roughly eight or nine
years.

Then Josephine was born on December 22,
1911, according to information I think Carol
Lafourcade gave.

I don’t know whether that’s right or not.
Carol wouldn’t know.

Josephine married a man named Hebdon. What
was his first name?

Lee.

And they had two children--Joseph and Leona
Hebdon French?

That’s right.

Then Peter Lafourcade, who was the next to
the youngest was born when?

September 5. Agewise, I have no idea.

Was he a couple of years older than you?

I was say he was five, six years older.

You were born in 1924. So he must have been

born around 1919.



BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS::

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS :

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS :

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

Right.

Then he had the one daughter, Stephanie
Lafourcade?

Yes.

Then you have two sons, is that correct?
Yes.

Niel and John. And they were the sons of
you and Niel Beatty?

Right.

I want to ask you this question, which has
become fascinating. How did your parents
spell the name Lafourcade? Because I found
it two different ways.

[Laughing] You sure have. That is a thing
that I don’t believe there is a capital "F."
Your father’s business card spell it as one
word Lafourcade). But your mother’s calling
card had two words (La Fourcade).

Where did you get my mother’s calling card?
Patricia Mullin Miller had the card.

Oh, Patricia had it. By golly, I would have
to go along with Amy and Pat.

No. But how did you always spell your name
as a child when you were in school?

With a little "f."



DOUGLASS :

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS :

BARRINGTON:

H.BARRINGTON:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

One word?
L-a-f-o-u-r-c-a-d-e. I think so. And then
later on they put in a capital "F." It was
[John] Jay’s wife, I believe. Maybe to give
it a flair.
Patricia Miller was making the point to me
that the French usually just spell it as one
word, rather than splitting the two.
Yes.
Your relatives in New Orleans spelled it
with a small "f." They were cousins.
I have relations there. They called [said]
it Lafourcad(e), not Lafourcade.
All right. That is fascinating because I
had found these two ways of spelling it, and
it was unclear to Patricia Miller what the
correct one was. All of your father’s
business cards had it as one word.

What was your mother’s given name? Was
she Josephina or Josephine?
Why would that be spelled differently?
Somebody thought they had found Josephina
listed on a document.
Josephine is the Spanish way of saying

Josephina.



DOUGLASS:
BARRINGTON:
DOUGLASS :
BARR;NGTON:
DOUGLASS:
BARRINGTON:
DOUGLASS:
BARRINGTON:
DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

But it’is still spelled with an "e"?

Sure.

And how do you spell her maiden name?
L-e-s-t-i-r-i. Lestiri.”

And she was of Spanish birth?

Yes.

Was she born in Spain?

In Spain.

Where in Spain?

I wish I knew. That’s where Amy. . . .
Josephine, she and Amy have been over in
Spain several times. I would say, "Where?"
"I don’t know," she would say.

There was a photograph there of your sister,
Amy, and her brother over there, and that
was taken in Pamplona.

She was over near Pamplona.

Do think maybe your mother was from around
there?

I have no idea.

And your father was born in La Houtan,
France, which I was told is in the Basque
country.

Is it?

* Marriage
Lastiry."

Certificate (June 22, 1903) records "Josephina



DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS :

I would have to check that on the map.
Because he sure didn’t speak Basque. You
see, my mother would be more able to do all
the languages.

All right. I’11 have to look it up in an
atlas [not found in atlas or on maps]. I am
guessing that he was born around 1871. Do
you have a birthdate for your father?

I sure don’t. He had it tattooed on his
arm. You know, I can see that tattoo, but I
can’t remember what it said.

You don’t even remember when he celebrated
his birthday--the month and day?

He was in April. That is a good one for me
to think over.

All I figured out was from that article in
the Colton newspaper.* It said that he was
seventeen when he came over. So I deduced
from that because he apparently came over in
1888. And then in 1892 he went out to the
Cucamonga area from Pomona.

At any rate, how did your parents meet?

* U"story of a Successful Man," a feature article about John
B. Lafourcade in the Industrial and Horticultural Edition of
The [Colton] Courier, 1922. Reprinted in the Colton Daily
Courier, October 7, 1941.



BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS ¢

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

That was good. She was evidently brought
over here for some people in Riverside, and
she was a cook. Cooked for them. And then
my dad would go visit, naturally, like they
do, different places, and he had seen her
there. He met her at this home where she
was cooking.

Then that explains why she was here.

Yes. So she was sponsored by whomever. Now
Amy would have known that.

So they met in Riverside somehow when she
was working for this family.

She was working for the family that got her
over here.

Then it would be fascinating to know why he
came. Do you ever recall him talking about
that?

Yes. I wish I knew. How did he come over
here?

If he was from the French side of the Basque
country, there were Basques in this general
region, in what later became Whittier and La
Puente. But he was young--seventeen.

And who did he work for when he first came

over?



DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

Right. According to the article, he came
rather quickly to the Pomona area. I
gathered that he came over with vine
cuttings when he came, to grow grapes. Many
people did.

I have no idea.

Apparently, he did go back later and get
more cuttings.

What do you know about your father’s family?
He had a brother around, didn’t he?

Well, he had a large family in France. I
have heard that there was at least ten boys.
But wasn’t there a brother who came over
here?

I think so. Now that I am not sure of. But
there was a large family in France.

So do you recall any uncles on your father’s
side being around?

I never saw them.

What about on your mother’s side? She was
pretty well over here on her own. Were
there other relatives?

None. Her brother never came over, as far

as I know.



DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS: .

BARRINGTON:

10

So to see her family she would have had to
go back.

They went over there all the time to see
then.

Apparently Amy Lafourcade was taken over
there as a very little girl. Let’s see if
you can help me straighten this part out.
Patricia Miller had, from her mother,
pictures of what we identified as the
Hawthorne house. It was a picture of a
house with a double-track cement driveway
with lawn in the middle. Of that period.
Yes.

That is where your family was living when
you were born?

Boy, is this a mixed up mess. It is hard to
explain it. I was born there, naturally,
and I was the only who was born there. And
the rest of the kids--maybe Pat told you--
Amy, Louise, Jo, they all went to the
convent there at Pomona. You know that?
Yes.

Academy of Holy Names in Pomona. And they
stayed there. I was the only one who was

born in Hawthorne, and the rest of them were



DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

11

born at that ranch house there in Cucamonga.
So Papa was always at the main ranch,
always, he never stayed in Hawthorne. He
just came and saw us. That I remember.

So was that considered the main ranch, the
one in Cucamonga?

Yes.

So how did they happen to have a house in
Hawthorne? Do you know?

He was making so much money that whatever
and whoever, the lawyers said, "You’ve got
to have a place down at the beach." This
was before I came along. So all the wealthy
people had a place at the beach. So he had
to have one. He spent money like you have
never seen it. This is Joan’s [Aggazzotti]
story too.

Now do you consider Hawthorne the beach?
Yes. Not too far from Redondo. About
fifteen miles. He had more property around
San Clemente.

I wonder if it wasn’t because of the
climate. It would have been much

pleasanter.



BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS :

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

12

Pleasanter for my mother to get out of the
heat in Cucamonga. It was so hot. So she
lived there. And we communicated--Amy would
take weekends--and stayed in Cucamonga. And
we would do that all the time.

So Hawthorne was sort of your mother’s base?
Oh, yes. He had it beautifully there.

There were six lots. It was rather large.
All fenced in--one side was all garden, the
other side was beautiful lawns. It was
very, very nice in those days. Very nice.
Your three brothers went to Harvard Military
Acadeny?

Yes. They had board and room there. They
stayed there.

Which wouldn’t have been too far to go from
there to Hawthorne.

They came home on weekends once in a while.
The girls went to the Academy of Holy Names.
They didn’t get home as much. 1Is that
right?

Not that I remember. Josephine came quite a
bit because she hurt herself. So she was
rather ill for the rest of her life and came

to Hawthorne.



DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:
DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:
BARRINGTON:
DOUGLASS :

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

13

Describe the house because the picture only
shows a little part of it.

Okay.

It was a two-story house?

It was just large. There were not two
stories that I remember. But it had a large
front room, big den, and I can remember all
the mirrors on one wall and you pulled down
a big bed. That was a big den. And then a
big dining area, large kitchen, and about
four or five bedrooms around it. Big porch
where she did her washing and ironing. And
another step-down porch. Double garages out
in back by it.

So did you go to school in Hawthorne?

I went to school in Hawthorne.

Did you go to the public schools?

Public schools. I went to a private school
there for just about a month, and I thought
the nuns were rather strict. I liked to
play. So they let me have my way.

So you went to elementary school. How about
high school?

That came later because we were gone from

Hawthorne at that age.



DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS :
BARRINGTON:

DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:
DOUGLASS:

BARRINGTON:

14

When did you leave Hawthorne?

I think I was maybe twelve years old--I
really am not sure on that--when the
Cucamonga ranch was lost.

Things changed?

Absolutely. Hawthorne, everything was gone,
and we took off, and we went to Cherry
Valley.

Oh, is that where you went.

Then he had ranches at a lot of places.
Colton, he had a bunch of hogs there,
cultivated an acre or so for that to feed
the pigs. And got different routes at
different hospitals for garbage. He could
really make things go.

Was this is in his heyday?

This was later, after Cucamonga.

You went to live in Cherry Valley from the
Hawthorne House.

Yes. Yucaipa and Cherry Valley, too.

Apple Valley?

We never lived in Apple Valley, but he did
have orchards up there in Apple Valley. And
Phoenix, Arizona. That’s about it, I gquess.

And he had a winery there in Highland



